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I enjoy sports very 
much, but it is hard not 
to smile in amusement 
when people love it so 
much, it becomes  a 
central theme in their 
lives. 
 

School Attendance 
Law Tightened Up 

 
     The WV  School 
Attendance Law has 
tightened considerably 
for the upcoming school 
year.  All Clay County 
parents, guardians, and 
students need to be 
aware of the changes.     
 
   In past years, students 
could not miss 5 con-
secutive, or 10 total un-
excused days.  This 
year, however, WV 
State Law defines stu-
dents as “truant” 
when they miss a total 
of 5 unexcused days.         
  
   This year, the parents 
of a student who 
misses a total of 5 un-
excused days during 
the school year will 
receive written notifi-
cation of the truancy.  
Parents must then 
come to the school so 
the problem can be 
corrected and addi-
tional absences pre-
vented in order to avoid 
legal proceedings.       

   Clay County Princi-
pals and school officials 
are legally required to 
enforce the new atten-
dance law, but will do 
so with respect and fair-
ness to parents and stu-
dents. 
 
Two important things 
to remember . . . 

1. Only unexcused 
absences make a child 
truant.  Excused ab-
sences do not do not 
count against the stu-
dent.   

2. There is no rea-
son a child should ever 
miss 5 unexcused days.  
Absences due to doctor 
appointments, sickness, 
legal proceedings, fu-
nerals, etc. are easily 
excusable by providing 
the proper documenta-
tion.    
 
  Please encourage 
your child to attend 
school faithfully this 
year.  Thank you for 
your time and support. 
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